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STEWARDSHIP
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The life aof a Christian
steward, lived in imitation
of the life of Christ, is
challenging, even difficult
in many ways; but both
here and hereafter it is
charged with infense joy.
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Justto be is a blessing,
just to live is holy.

Abraham Heschel

Our Parish is Rich (In Social Capital)

bv Rich Goode

Remember the song for the television show
“Cheers™? It spoke of a place “where
everybody knows your name.” Statistics
tell us there are fewerand fewer such
places in America. A neighborhood parish
is one of those increasingly rare places
where informal relationships take root and
prasper. | strongly believe that this is no
small deal.

In his book “Bowling Alone,” Robert
Putnam chronicles America’s loss of
“social capital” in the last two or three
decades. He observes that, while a recard
number of Americans bowl today, bowling
inorganized leagues is down 40% in the
last 20 years or s0. In 1998, 25% more
Americans bowled alone than voted in

the congressional elections. Participation
has plummeted in PTAs and other small
community organizations that once hrought
people together. Social capital is the idea
that these informal social connections
have tremendous value to society. My
ohservation is that, in terms of social
capital, our parishes are quite wealthy.

Let’s take the example of my home parish.
Wy parish in the city exemplifies James
Joyee'’s reflection that “Catholicism means
here comes everybody.” People from many
countries and cultures, of different colors
and different means pray together there.

| see homeless and mentally ill people
praying next to college professors. Anyone
can walk through those doors and pray with
us. Mass is probably the anly time during

the week that | am among such a diverse
group. Through prayer, we connect.

At every parish, people are senving

each other, visiting the sick and helping
neighbors in need. For example, when
we've had a birth or death in my immediate
family, we've always experienced the
kindness of a parish community (usually by
way of a warm meal). Large bureaucratic
institutions have their place. Some things
(like bringing a warm meal to a grieving
family) are best done informally, however
Instead of always refarring those in

need to an agency of some kind, parish
communities informally do what needs to
be done as friends and neighbors. Through
service to one another, we connect.

Parishes humbly offer Eucharist,
sacraments and community. Parishes
quietly help us become a little maore holy
and a little more linked to those around us.
Let's not fall into the trap of undervaluing
this precious asset.

Parishes offer an antidote to the unhealthy
individualism that characterizes our
society. Our parishes, in an imperfect but
real way, embody what our faith teaches
us - that we are one hody, that we are

all connected. Traditionally, we call it the
Mystical Body of Christ. | expect to learn
more of that mystery when | meet our Lord,
| expect tolearn that individualism is a lie,
that we are all one. | expect, when | go
home to the Lord, that everyone will know

my name.

“I call upon you, for you will snswer me, (0 God, incline your ear to ma; hear my word ™ (Psalm 17: 6/
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Social Justice
in the 21st Century

Ralph Del Colle, Ph.D.
Monday, January 11
7:00 to 8:30 pm Parish Center

Dr. Del Colle is Associate Professor, Department of Theology at Marquette
University. He will explore Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth) by Pope Bene-
dict XVI and will use this encyclical as a foundation for a discussion about
social justice in our times. Professor Del Colle has traveled to us from Mil-
waukee at other times to offer excellent presentations about theological mat-

tets.
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Why | Am Catholic in a
Pluralistic Land

by our Pastor
Father Bob Heidenreich

Please spend a few hours with other
women from our parish and Father Bob.
Hear how Father has been involved in
the “Crossing Over Project” — an experi-
ence that has helped him more deeply ap-
preciate being Catholic. The morning will
include time for quiet, individual prayer as
well as group g/a and discussion.

Friday, January 8
9:30 to 11:30 am
Fireplace Room




SACRED HEART PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
1077 Tower Road, Winnetka, IL 60093 847.446.0856; fax 847.501.5311 email: sh@shparish.com / www.shparish.com

Pastor - Rev. Robert J. Heidenreich - Parish Office ext. 138; Rectory ext. 116 / rheidenreich@shparish.com
Associate Pastor - Rev. Avitus Rukuratwa Kiguta - Parish Office ext. 139; Rectory, ext. 115 / akiguta@shparish.com
Pastor Emeritus - Rev. Robert E. Ferrigan

Pastoral Associate - Marsha Adamczyk - ext. 124

Permanent Deacons - John Fay / jfay@shparish.com, Michael J. McNulty / mmenulty@shparish.com, ext. 120
Director of Music - Todd Gresick - ext. 107

One Voice Youth Ensemble - Brad Ellebrecht - goodnewspiano@gmail.com

Sacristan Coordinator - June Hocter - ext. 136

Business Manager & Bulletin Editor, Holly Bertolani - ext. 106
Accounting/Census/Contributions/Tuition - Cindy Atsaves - ext. 114/ catsaves@shparish.com
Bookkeeping, Suzie Danstrom - ext. 141

Building Engineer, John Stoian - ext. 119

Maintenance - Mike King - ext. 119

Secretary & Bulletin Coordinator, Cynthia Reid - ext. 101/ creid@shparish.com

Elementary School Principal - Sr. Kathleen Donnelly, O.P., / 1095 Gage Street - 847.446.0005

Religious Education Director - Sr. Luanne Wilhelm, SLW, / 1095 Gage Street - 847.446.6535

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturdays 9:00 — 9:30 a.m.

Baptism - By Appointment - To arrange call - 847.446.0856

Baptism Preparation - 4th Sunday of the month 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. in the Parish Offices Conference Room
Sacrament of Matrimony - Contact priest or deacon 6 months prior to the anticipated date of marriage
Sacrament of Anointing - Please call one of the priests - 847.446.0856 ext. 115, ext. 116

NEW PARISH CENTER ADDRESS: 1090 Gage St. (Corner of Gage and Burr)
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1077 Tower Road
Winnetka, Illinois 60093

Dedicated to helping the poor a

PHONE —
847-446-0856

CONTACT PERSON —
Cindy Reid x 101

SOFTWARE —
Microsoft Publisher 2007
Adobe Acrobat 8.0

Windows XP Professional

PRINTER —
HP Laserjet 1022

NUMBER OF PAGES SENT 14 + (1 insert two-sided)
Pages 11 and 12

SUNDAY DATE OF BULLETIN
December 20, 2009

THANK YOU!



